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Unidine Corporation, a Newton-Based Foodservice Management Company Listed on the Inc. 500, Announces the Acquisition of Celebrations Gourmet Catering, One of the Boston Area’s Leading Elite Caterers
Newton, Mass.; February 2007… Unidine Corporation, a leader in the food and dining management services industry, today announced the acquisition of Celebrations Gourmet Catering, an acclaimed social and corporate catering and event planning company in the Boston area. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed. 

Celebrations Gourmet Catering, LLC will be a wholly-owned subsidiary of Unidine, and will continue to provide its clients with the elite specialty catering and personal customer service for which it is known. Toby Karlyn, the founder of Celebrations, will assume the title of Creative Director at the company, continuing to provide Celebrations customers with her over 25 years of expertise.  The company will continue to be based at its current location in Beverly, MA.
The acquisition will allow Celebrations to leverage the resources and support of Unidine, from sales and marketing, to human resources, procurement, IT, and finance, enabling the company to grow its existing catering and event-planning business in social, corporate, take-out, and drop-off catering.  Additionally, Unidine will be able to provide its current clients with Celebrations’ premier catering and event planning services. 

Since its founding in 1980, Celebrations Gourmet Catering has been offering inspired, gourmet dining experiences to its customers. As a leading social caterer, Celebrations specializes in weddings, bar/bat mizvahs, dinner parties, clambakes and holidays. Celebrations also complements Unidine’s corporate catering offerings from gala events to off-site business meetings. 
- more -
Celebrations Founder Toby Karlyn said, “This business was founded on the concept of offering the best quality catering experience while maintaining creativity and focusing on the client’s individual needs. Celebrations and Unidine share this same vision, and in partnering with Unidine, Celebrations will able to bring its high-quality services to more members of the community.”

“Similar to our recent investment in City Fresh Foods, this acquisition is a natural extension of Unidine’s strategy to strengthen our relationship with existing clients and reach new clients and market segments with innovative offerings. Catering is a significant and growing part of Unidine’s business, and Celebrations will be a complementary addition to help fuel our continued growth,” said Richard B. Schenkel, President and CEO of Unidine.  
Listed on the Inc. 500 in 2006 as one of the fastest growing private companies in the country, Unidine exclusively provides food and dining management services. The company is led by a team of experienced professionals, passionate about creating innovative food service programs and delivering personalized customer care to its hospital, senior living and business clients.

About Celebrations Gourmet Catering 

Celebrations Gourmet Catering was founded in 1980, and currently provides world class catering and event planning services to the Greater Boston area. The company offers its services for a wide variety of events including holidays and religious occasions, weddings, outdoor functions, cocktail parties, and corporate functions. Through its acquisition by foodservice industry innovator Unidine Corporation, the company has gained access to resources that will enable it to expand into catering and event planning services in the business sector. Celebrations is based in Beverly, MA. To learn more about Celebrations, call 1-617-467-3656 or visit www.celebrationsgourmet.com. 
About Unidine Corporation 

An innovator in the food service industry, Unidine is a food and dining management services specialist with expertise in three key industries: hospitals, senior services, and business dining.  The company’s seasoned professionals bring unparalleled management and culinary expertise to the table to deliver a customized, quality dining experience that meets the unique needs of each of its clients, while maximizing operational and cost efficiencies.  The privately held company is headquartered in Newton, MA. and has 1,000 team members at nearly 70 locations throughout the Northeast and mid-Atlantic. The Unidine family includes City Fresh Foods, a nationally recognized, minority-owned foodservice company headquartered in Boston’s inner city, as well as its wholly owned subsidiary, Celebrations Gourmet Catering, LLC, a renowned corporate and social catering company in Greater Boston. To learn more about Unidine call 1-877-UNIDINE or visit www.unidine.com.
 

